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A real need...
“A great library is one nobody notices because it is 
always there, and always has what people need.”
–Vicki Myron, Author 
                                       
Each day, 856 people visit the Crystal Lake Public  
Library (CLPL). The Library is a core community  
service where all are welcome. It is associated with  
excellence and is a source of community pride. 
From early literacy development, to equipping 
elementary students with  STEM (Science,  
Technology, Engineering and Math) kits and skills, to 
providing training on new and emerging  
technologies, to serving seniors in Adult Living  
Communities, the Crystal Lake Public Library 
consistently strives to meet the changing needs of 
the community. 
 
Crystal Lake requires an adaptable facility to meet 
these changing service needs. Due to age, size and 
inherent problems with its infrastructure, the  
existing Library building is not designed for and 
cannot be adapted to provide the 21st century  
public library services needed by the Crystal  
Lake community.

281,000 
Circulation

Fiscal Year 15/16Fiscal Year 95/96 

On November 8, 2016, City of Crystal Lake residents will make a choice that will affect the  
future of our community. A question, asking voters to invest in the future of Crystal Lake,  
will be on the ballot. 

Structural problems related to the  
Library’s 50-year old design  
negatively impact key  
infrastructures.  Above: During a self-
guided tour at the Library, patrons 
have the opportunity to observe the  
compromised floor-to-floor space 
needed for HVAC, lighting, wiring  
and plumbing.

878,000 
Circulation
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Above: The new Library will 
be built on the corner of 
Crystal Lake and McHenry 
Avenues adjacent to the  
current building. This  
decision came as the result 
of a Site Comparison study 
which evaluated 24 sites and 
39 total options. This plan will 
allow the current building to 
continue to operate until the 
new building is ready to  
occupy. The complete Site  
Comparison Study is  
available at www.clpl.org. 
 

Crystal Lake Public Library 
Proposed New Site Plan



Crystal Lake Public Library

New Library on November 8 Ballot
                                                          

A real need...                 
 
  

Above: The Library partners with local businesses to invest 
in reading literacy. The CLPL Summer Reading Program  
routinely has more than 4,500 participants. National  
research finds that students who participate in Summer 
Reading Programs and read a minimum of six books over 
the summer score higher in reading and math when they 
return to school. 

Below left: CLPL’s current Teen Area has only four seats, uneven lighting and 
no emerging technology. Twenty-first century libraries offer spaces for Teens 
equipped with media creation labs and technology for project collaboration.   
 

    
    Why do we need a new Library? We have
    the Internet...     

     Study the bar graph on the front cover. Crystal Lake 
     Public Library remains the busiest Library in McHenry 
     County and its usage has grown significantly in the last 
     20 years. Consider the following from the Fiscal Year 
     2015/16 Annual Report: 
 
 

            856  Individuals visited the Library each day

     11,502 People were visited by the Library at                
            Adult Living Communities, Preschools, 
                      and Schools

     32,334 Patrons attended 1,147 programs

     68,450 Research questions answered

     83,228 Subscription database usages
 
 
 

“Google can bring you back 100,000 answers, a librarian can bring you back the right one.”  – Neil Gaiman



 
 
Short-term Repair vs.
Long-term investment
Right now, the Library needs $9.1 million in basic repairs. Millions more will 
be needed in future years. Spending these millions still leaves us with an old, 
expensive to operate, and outdated Library. When presented with these  
options, FOCUS Community Engagement participants decided that a  
new library was a smarter long-term investment for the community.  
The overwhelming consensus was that building a new Library now will save 
money in the long run AND provide our residents with the type of library 
community members need now and for future generations. Consider  
the following:

   Spend $9.1 million now
    • Only repairs building - no increase in square feet or services 
    • Is only a short-term fix 
    • In 8-10 years we will be facing the same question,  
               “Should we spend more money on this aging facility or build new?” 

   Invest $30.1 million
   • Now is a good time to borrow money, interest rates are low and  
           Crystal Lake has a good bond rating. 
   • We know that taxes are high, but this is money that is not going to  
           Springfield or Washington, it’s staying in our community.  
           Over the last eight years, the Library’s Operating Income from 
           property taxes has increased by only 0.7%. 
   • Adds value to the community.

    Do nothing
   • There is no option to do nothing. It’s $9.1 now and with escalation will 
           be more in the future. The problem will not go away.
   • New building costs continue to escalate at the rate of $1 million a year  
           on this project. 

 

 

 
 

Above: Ground level entry was the top “Need” 
identified by Crystal Lake residents at FOCUS 
Community Engagement Session #2.  

Above: “Best value,” “Best long-range decision,” and “Best bang for the 
buck,” were among the comments expressed by Crystal Lake  
residents at FOCUS Community Engagement Session #4 in response to 
seeing the cost and benefits of a new $30.1 million Library building. 
Verbatim comments and presentations are available for all four  
Community Engagement Sessions at www.clpl.org.  
 

    What research has gone into 
    this plan? 

   For more than two decades the Library Board  
   has conducted studies on the service needs of 
   the community, the type of space the library 
   must have to meet those needs, and options 
   to solve those needs, including: 

   • Needs Assessments: 1992, 2002, 2011 
   • Data comparisons and visits to other 
                       public libraries
   • Capital Repair Assessments: 2010, 2015 
   • Site Comparison Study: 2013
   • Public surveys: 2005, 2008, 2014, 2016
   • FOCUS Groups: 2005, 2011
   • Community Engagement Sessions: 2016 

A smart investment...                
“Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap compared to that of an ignorant nation.”  – Walter Cronkite



Stimulating the Local Economy  
by Supporting Local Business
Building a 21st century library will help Crys-
tal Lake continue to be a place where fami-
lies want to locate.  The Library  
contributes to the local economy, the  
high quality of life, and helps make  
Crystal Lake a “good place to live.”  
Studies show that due to “halo spending,” 
people who visit public libraries remain  
in the area to shop, eat, and enjoy local  
entertainment. This helps our businesses, 
and brings sales tax revenue into our  
community to fund other City services  
to keep property taxes down.   

The Library also supports the business  
community and is particularly valuable to 
our local small businesses. While major 
corporations often have access to  
state-of-the-art training and resources, 
the local business community thrives on 
the no-cost options available at  
the Library. 

 

A stronger community for generations...                
“Without libraries what do we have? We have no past and no future.”  – Ray Bradbury, Author
  

CLPL has a strong relationship with the local business community. The Library  
offers online and print resources, business equipment and access to  
computers, WiFi and printers. The Library often struggles to provide the  
business community with meeting space. The proposed new Library will have 
multiple meeting rooms equipped with 21st century technology. 

Our current Library building has only one study room in the Adult Services  
Department. Every day people are turned away due to demand. Children are 
often tutored in the public area where routine patron activity can be distracting. 
The new Library will offer multiple study rooms in both Adult and Youth Services 
for a variety of uses including tutoring. 

Your Community Place for  
Lifelong Learning
 
The mission of the Crystal Lake  
Public Library is “helping people, of 
all ages and backgrounds, learn,  
enjoy and better their lives.” The 
Library provides  

 • Early literacy skills  
         development through  
         reading, activities and programs 
 • Support of formal  
         education curriculums 
 • Reading/viewing for pleasure  
        and personal knowledge  
        and exploration 
 • Classes on using technology 
 • Job and career advancement 
 • Small business support

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Community Place for 
Lifelong Learning
The mission of the Crystal Lake Public 
Library is “helping people, of all 



Above: A young patron explores the concept model of the new building, currently on 
display at the Library.

Investing in futures...
No one ever wants their taxes to go up. 
The Library Board understands. This 
is why they govern from a position of 
strong fiscal conservatism. Over the  
last eight years, the Library's  
Operating Income from property taxes 
has increased by only 0.7%.  
 
Accepting the recommendation by  
the FOCUS Facilitating Team, the  
Library Board asked the City Council  
to put a question on the November  
8 ballot. 

You have a choice to make. You  
must decide if it is worth $11 a month, 
$132 a year to make this investment in 
the future of our community.  

The Library Board has done its  
homework with numerous studies, 
surveys and evaluations, which are 
available on the Library website at 
www.clpl.org. Now it’s your turn to do 
the homework. We can’t tell you how 
to vote. We simply ask that you be an 
educated citizen and voter.

 

Above: The proposed new building will offer ground level access, a drive-up book return and offer the familiar look  
of the Beacon architecture.  
 

A stronger community for generations...
“I think the health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the underpinnings of our culture and our concern 
for the future can all be tested by how well we support our libraries.”  – Carl Sagan



This is the question as it will appear at the bottom of the November 8 ballot...

                                                                        

                                                                          
                             

    

 

Take the Tour 
Visit the Library through  

November 8 to see a model of the 
proposed building and take a  
self-guided tour showing the  

differences between the existing 
building and the proposed  

new Library.  

Calculate Your  
Tax Impact

Visit www.clpl.org to access a 
calculator that will allow you to see 
your tax impact on this investment.  

Vote 
Election Day is November 8. The 

Library Referendum question is last 
on the ballot.
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Why is this question on the ballot?  
 
How do repair costs compare to the cost of a  
new Library?
  

  Do you know the answer to  
  these questions?  
   
   Be an educated citizen and voter...
  


