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Summer Reading Program Starts June 1!
Register online or contact CLPL 

The Crystal Lake Public Library’s Summer Reading Program will 
continue on this year, albeit in a different form. 
   Due to current conditions, patrons are encouraged to 

participate online using Beanstack (visit CrystalLakeLibrary.Beanstack.
org). The program starts June 1 and runs through Aug. 16. 
   However, the Library will provide paper reading logs for patrons who 
want to record their reading minutes the traditional way. Patrons can 
call the CLPL Call Center at 815.459.1687, use the “Chat” services at 
clpl.org, or email ihaveaquestion@clpl.org to request a reading log.  
   As always, the CLPL Summer Reading program is open to readers of 
all ages - kids, teens and adults. The program is available to residents 
of the city of Crystal Lake and to kids who attend school in Crystal Lake 
and their families. 
   We’ll have plenty of prize incentives including gift certificates to 
local businesses. Julie Ann’s Frozen Custard will supply the delicious 
grand prize: a custard truck party for the winner and 30 friends - social 
distancing style, of course. 
   Reading in the summer is always important for kids’ development; 
yet, this year the program takes on heightened importance. Educators 
refer to the regression in student development over the summer 
months as “summer slide.” This year, academic professionals are 
warning about “COVID-19 slide,” where students are already behind 
on their academic development because they’ve been out of school 
for the past 12 weeks. 

Contact-Free Curbside Service/Returns Begins

“Reading this summer is more important than 
ever,” said Library Director Kathryn I. Martens. 
“Our school children are at risk of losing skills 
during a normal summer and at even greater risk 
due to COVID-19 slide. As adults, reading helps our 
mind and spirit take a break from the challenges 
of our daily lives and experience a different reality 
or learn something new. It is really important for 
adults to model the joy of reading.”

Crystal Lake Public Library will begin 
contact-free curbside delivery June 15!
Goal: Safe circulation of Crystal Lake 
Public Library materials.
Guidelines:
• Available to CLPL cardholders only. 
• Limited to materials available at the 
Crystal Lake Public Library. Sharing 
materials and loaning between libraries 
remains shut down.
• Patrons should place holds via 
the catalog at clpl.org. Contact the 
CLPL Call Center at 815.459.1687 for 
selection help.
• Library staff will call patrons to 

schedule a pickup time when their 
materials are ready.
• At scheduled time, patrons will wait 
in designated spots in the parking lot 
close to the Paddock Street entry.
• Library staff will place a bag of 
materials in patron’s car trunk or set 
on ground while observing social 
distancing.
• Masks and social distancing required 
for safety of all. 
Return of Library materials begins soon.
Goal:  Safe return, handling, and 
recirculation of Crystal Lake Library 
materials

• Experts are studying how COVID-19 
interacts with materials such as books, 
DVDs, blu-rays, audiobooks, etc. 
• Current guidelines call for a 7 day 
quarantine before materials are 
handled by Library staff.  This means 
materials will stay on the patron’s 
account for at least 7 days after return.
• Due dates have been extended and 
fines are not accruing.
• There are currently more than 
25,000 items checked out from CLPL.  
The amount of returns accepted will 
be limited to quarantine space. As 
quarantine space opens up, additional 
returns will be accepted.

June 1 - August 16 
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Director’s Desktop 

Dear Reader,

   While people are happy to have 
the strict stay-at-home order lifted, 
there is still a hurdle to overcome 
– we have to define and learn what 
it means to be together again while 
still living with COVID-19. We need to 
be comfortable with going out into 
the public and interacting with each 
other.  
   For public libraries, moving into 
Phase 3 of Restore Illinois is a 
challenge. I will explain WHY this is a 
challenge and, also how CLPL’s “How 
can we?” approach to service is 
addressing those challenges.
   • None of the guidelines from the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC), 
Restore Illinois plan, Illinois 
Department of Public Health, or 
McHenry County Health Department 
specifically address public libraries 
and their unique roles as community 
gathering places and in sharing 
collections of materials among 
community members. We continue 
to read the guidelines being devel-
oped and apply them to the public 
library setting. Our top priority is the 
health and safety of people – our 
patrons and our staff. 
   • Studies are being done on the 
national level related to how long 
the COVID-19 virus lives on materials 
such as books, cases (DVD, blu-ray, 
CD, audiobooks, etc.). Results of 

these studies will be available in late 
summer, meanwhile we can:
   • Through contact-free curbside 
delivery, check out to our patrons the 
materials that have been in 
quarantine in our Library building 
for 12 weeks. Contact-free curbside 
delivery will begin in mid-June.
   • Begin to accept return of 
materials that have been in patrons’ 
homes since the building closed on 
March 17. Returned materials will 
be quarantined for seven days, then 
checked in and reshelved. Return of 
materials will begin after curbside 
delivery is up and running.
   • Continue to develop and offer 
robust virtual services. Go to www.
clpl.org to find virtual collections and 
programs.
  • Continue to offer one-to-one 
assistance through our CLPL Call 
Center, 10 am-6 pm, seven days a 
week via phone, chat or email.
   The health and safety of patrons 
and staff are our top priority while 
continuing to provide public library 
services. We all have to adapt to our 
new normal, even as it changes from 
day to day.  
 
Stay safe.

    Kathryn I. Martens

We are all happy Illinois has
entered Phase 3 of “Restore 

Illinois:  A Public Health Approach to 
Safely Reopen our State.”   
   In this Recovery Phase, gatherings 
of 10 people or fewer are allowed, 
face coverings and social distancing 
are required, and services can 
resume with limits and safety 
precautions in place.

Building Repairs 2020
During 2019, various building professionals were 

brought in to again assess the current condition of 
the Library building and advise the Library Board on what 
repairs and replacements are needed in order to keep the 
building functioning. In fall of 2019, the Library Board held 
a strategic planning workshop and considered the findings. 
The Board agreed significant repairs are needed to the 
following: 
• The heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems, which are fragile and, 
many components, beyond useful life expectancy
• The 1995 roof, as portions are leaking
• The envelope of the building (walls, windows), as portions are leaking
• Lighting, both interior and exterior
• Sidewalks and parking lot areas that pose safety hazards
Progress continues with developing the specific plans and bid documents.  
The repairs project will be publicly bid in late summer with repairs 
scheduled to begin in fall 2020.
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Want to learn more about CLPL’s 
online resources? Many of our 
databases and eLibrary resources 
have short 2-3 minute tutorials that 
can help you get started. You may 
even recognize the voices behind 
some of the staff-created tutori-
als like US Major Dailies, Novelist 
K-8, and PebbleGo! Visit https://
my.nicheacademy.com/clpl to learn 
more.

Niche Academy:  
Learn to use CLPL 
resources

CLPL is now on Goodreads! 
Goodreads.com is a social media 
platform dedicated 
to books and book 
lovers where you 
can track the books you’re reading, 
discover new titles, and connect 
with fellow readers. Friend and 
follow the Crystal Lake Public 
Library to see curated booklists, 
join online discussions, and more.

CLPL is on Goodreads! 

While Illinois library buildings have been closed due to COVID-19, libraries 
themselves continue to serve the community.  

   Prior to CLPL’s building closure on March 17, patrons stocked up on read-
ing materials and movies. Once the building closed, and they no longer could 
borrow physical materials, patrons quickly switched to using the CLPL  
eLibrary, borrowing eBooks, eAudiobooks, movies, music, eMagazines, TV 
shows and comics using their CLPL card.  
   Many cardholders took advantage of educational and 
research resources also provided online by the Library. 
The Library saw a considerable spike in usage for sites 
like AncestryLibraryEdition.com and HelpNow home-
work. 
   Like many libraries, CLPL reorganized on the fly and 
began offering virtual programming: book discussions 
and club meetings via Zoom; pre-recorded storytimes, 
cooking and craft presentations and book reviews. Literally, thousands of 
patrons have participated or watched the virtual programs over the past 12 
weeks.    
   Throughout the COVID-19 crisis, it’s become clear libraries are more than 
just a building. They’re essential to the community. They help local residents 
with daily life, health concerns, unemployment needs and more. Libraries 
provide access to skill-building tutorials, resume development, telehealth 
resources and trustworthy public health information.  
   Now, libraries are moving to provide curbside delivery of materials patrons 
want and need, trying to find the safest and best methods along the way as 
they strive to reopen doors to the public. As Illinois begins to re-open, librar-
ies will be among the first agencies residents look to for assistance in finding 
jobs, filling out state and federal aid forms, online instruction, and document 
delivery.

Libraries are Bigger than a Building

Get/renew a Library 
card by email
Want access to thousands of 
eBooks, eAudiobooks, music, TV 
shows, movies, eMagazines and all 
of CLPL’s online databases? Get a 
CLPL card!  
 
Residents of the city of Crystal Lake 
can get a Library card by email. Just 
send a photo ID (drivers license, 
state ID, mail or utility bill with 
current address) to jgibson@clpl.
org. Nonresidents can obtain cards 
for a fee.  

La Biblioteca Pública de Crystal 
Lake (CLPL) ahora tiene una 
página de Facebook para 
hispanohablantes. Haz clic 
en Me gusta y sigue todas 
las noticias y acontecimientos 
actuales de la Biblioteca en 
Facebook.

Facebook para 
hispanohablantes.

CLPL’s eLibrary is open 24/7
Borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks, movies, TV shows & more from your home!  
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary 

Crystal Lake Public Library  
is now 

FINE FREE! 
visit clpl.org for more info
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Virtual Adult Programs 

English Conversation Club
Tuesdays, June 9, 16, 23 
3:30 pm - Zoom Meeting 
Practice your conversational English and 
increase your confidence in your skills. 
All levels welcome. We’ll meet via Zoom.  
¡Venga a nuestro grupo de conversación! 
Practique su inglés conversacional y 
adquiera confianza en sus habilidades. 
¡Principiantes bienvenidos! 
Registration required.  
 
 
Bookies Book Discussion

 
Thursday, June 11 
1 pm 
Zoom Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us from the comfort of your own 
home to discuss “The One Man” by 
Andrew Gross. The book is a historical 
fiction thriller set in a concentration camp 
during WWII. “The One Man” is available 
on Overdrive. Registration required. 
 
 
Dungeons & Dragons 
Adults & Teens 
Thursday, June 11  
7 pm - Zoom Meeting
In the mood for an epic quest? Join us for 
a rousing campaign of this classic role-
playing game on Zoom.  
Registration required. 
 
 

Pauly’s Top 5 Film Picks
Fridays, June 12, 26  
1 pm 
Looking for movie 
suggestions? Tune in 
as Paul, host of the 
Library’s Film Lovers 
Group, offers five 
top movie picks. The 
movies are available 
to borrow through CLPL’s eLibrary. 
 
 
Memory Cafe
Thursday, June 18 
1 pm - Zoom Meeting 
Individuals with early onset memory 
issues and their care 
partners are invited 
to socialize with new 
friends. Join us from the 
comfort of your home for 
a Zoom meeting. Reps from Independence 
Health & Therapy will lead the program. 
Registration required. 
 
 
CLPL Social:  
Jackbox Game Night 
Saturday, June 20 
7 pm - Zoom Meeting  
Grab your friends and enjoy a hilarious 
evening of popular Jackbox Games Trivia 
Murder Party and Trivia Murder Party 
2. Participants will need a computer 
with Wi-Fi access to play via Zoom. 
Registration required. 

 
 

Stew Cohen Reads “The Call of the Wild”  
Sundays at 7 pm 
June 7:    Chapter 3 
June 14:  Chapter 4  
June 21:  Chapter 5  
June 28:  Chapter 6 
Longtime radio 
broadcaster Stew 
Cohen delivers an audio 
presentation of Jack 
London’s short adventure 
novel “The Call of the 
Wild.” Listen to previous 
chapters on CLPL’s 
YouTube channel.  

For more information about Adult Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687

Rainbow Craft Challenge
Tuesday, June 23 
7 pm - Zoom Meeting 
Celebrate Pride 2020 by gathering your 
most colorful supplies and joining our fun 
crafting challenge! Registration required. 
 
Butterfly Garden 
Thursday, June 25 
7 pm - Zoom Meeting 
Want to attract monarch butterflies, birds 
and bees to your yard, but don’t know 
how? The Land Conservancy of McHenry 
County will share tips and sample garden 
layouts with native plants that provide 
beauty and everything a pollinator could 
need during a Zoom meeting. Learn 
about the Conservation@Home program. 
Registration required.  
 
Paddock Street Writers Guild
Saturday, June 27 
3 pm  - Zoom Meeting 
Writers, join our monthly writers group. 
All levels welcome. Registration required. 
 
CLPL Social: 
Read the Rainbow Mixer 
Saturday, June 27 
7 pm - Zoom Meeting 
Join us for an informal Pride Month book 
discussion celebrating our favorite LGBT+ 
books and authors! Registration required.

Summer Reading Program: 
Libraries Rock!  
June 1 - August 16 
All Ages 
Read books 
or eBooks, 
listen to 
audiobooks, 
or listen as 
someone 
reads to 
you. Record 
all the 
minutes on 
your reading log and earn prizes from 
local businesses. Register online at 
CrystalLakeLibrary.Beanstack.org, 
or by calling the CLPL Call Center at 
815.459.1687. More information 
available on the Library website,  
clpl.org. If you’d like a paper log, 
contact the call center.  



Virtual Kids Programs 

Pen Pal with a Librarian
We’ve missed catching up with you at 
CLPL! Email your interest in receiving 
a letter to kids@clpl.org, and a youth 
librarian will write a handwritten letter 
for your child and send it by mail. Your 
child is welcome to respond back and 
continue exchanging letters. 
 
Caudill Book Club 
Grades 4-8
Wednesdays, June 10, 17, 24 
4 - 5 pm, Zoom Meeting  
Join Ms. Seanine for her annual summer 
book club, The Caudill Book Club.  The 
special program for students in fourth-
eighth grades. Participants will pick books 
to read from the 2021 Caudill Book list 
and discuss them. This program will be 
held virtually on Zoom. Registration is 
required with an email for this program.

Feelings Friday
Fridays, June 5, 19 
1 pm 
We all have a lot of feelings every day 
and especially now. Ms. Ashlee will 
read a story and introduce an activity to 
explore our feelings.  
June 5: The Don’t Worry Book
June 19: The Thankful book 
 
Paper Airplanes
Monday, June 8 
All Day
Calling all pilots! Join this virtual drop-in 
STEM program with Ms. Carrie. Follow 
the directions to make your own paper 
airplanes, and learn about the physics of 
man-made flight. 

Babytime
Monday, June 8 
10 am 
Ms. Seanine demonstrates how to play 
and sign with your baby along with the 
song “This is the Way the Lady Rides.” 

Storytime - All By Myself
Monday, June 8 
1 pm
Maya the elephant lives by the motto, “I 
can do it...all by myself.” Ms. Susan and 
RO tell the tale of believing in yourself 
and asking for help when you need it.

Paper Towel Prints 
Wednesday, June 10 
10 am 
Ms. Dawn will share how to make 
colorful prints! Required materials: paper 
towels, washable markers, blank paper 
and water (preferably in a spray bottle).

Storytime - Clarence & Smokey
Wednesday, June 10 
1 pm 
Clarence and Smokey find themselves 
together and decide friendships come 
in all shapes and sizes. It’s what’s on the 
inside that counts. Ms. Susan and RO 
share a friendship video, “RO and Mabel 
are Good Friends.”  

Storytime - 
Don’t Feed the Coos
Monday, June 15 
10 am
Ms. Karamy will read “Don’t Feed the 
Coos” and look at our bird friends that 
bring us so much happiness. 
 
Storytime - The Hungry Hen
Monday, June 15 
1 pm 
Ms. Terri will read the story, “The Hungry 
Hen” by Richard Waring. 
 
Storytime - Diary of a Spider
Wednesday, June 17 
10 am 
Spiders are fascinating arachnids 
that help our world. Ms. Susan and 
RO will read one spider’s diary about 
eye-opening adventures happening 
right outside his web! STEM activities 
included. 

Story & a Snack w/Ms. Kristen 
Wednesday, June 17 
1 pm
Ms. Kristen and her daughter share a 
story to read and make Dirt Cake! 
 
Chain Reactions
Monday, June 22 
All Day
Drop-in STEM with Ms. Carrie. Follow 
the directions to build your own chain 
reactions using a variety of fun materials. 
Explore force, momentum and gravity. 

Storytime - Old Rock 
(is not boring)
Monday, June 22 
10 am 
Ms. Karamy will read “Old Rock (is not 
boring).” Everyone’s lives look different 
when we share our stories. 

Storytime - The Greedy Python
Monday, June 22 
1 pm
Ms. Seanine will read “The Greedy 
Python.”  

Dinosaur Storytime
Wednesday, June 24 
10 am 
Crunch is a shy dinosaur. Do you want 
to be his friend? Ms. Susan and RO will 
lead a lively, interactive tale. STEM-based 
learning via PebbleGo. 

Virtual Maker Academy:  
Flower Cupcakes
Wednesday, June 24 
1 pm  
Ms. Jamie will show how to decorate 
cupcakes as beautiful flowers. 

Babytime
Monday, June 29 
10 am 
Ms. Seanine will show how to play and 
sign with your baby to “Our Opposites 
Chant.”

Backyard Adventures 
Monday, June 29 
1 pm  
Ms. Kristen will show birds in her 
backyard. She’ll have a special guest and 
make a bird feeder using materials from 
around your house. 

Visit the Library events calendar at www.clpl.org for more information and to participate in the programs. 
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    MISSION STATEMENT 
    Crystal Lake Public Library: 
    Helping people, of all ages and  
    backgrounds, learn, enjoy and  
    better their lives.

Follow Us on  
Social Media! 
Keep up with the Library’s latest 
offerings. Like our pages and share 
our posts on social media.

CLPL Call Center
Need help? Have a question? 
Call the Library at   
815.459.1687 
10 am-6 pm 
Monday-Sunday 
or send an email to: 
ihaveaquestion@clpl.org 
“Chat” on clpl.org 

Display Your Library 
Champion Yard Signs! 
Every year, residents display Library 
Champion yard signs to show their 
support for the Library and to promote 
summer reading. (See p. 1)

Need a sign?  
Call the CLPL Call Center, “Chat” on clpl.
org, or email ihaveaquestion@clpl.org to 
request a sign. We’ll deliver one to your 
yard contact-free. Drive-Up Wi-Fi 

Use the Library’s Wi-Fi from the 
parking lot. Connect to the internet 
and to CLPL’s online resources while 
sitting in the parking lot at 126 
Paddock Street.

Visit the eLibrary 
Borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks, TV 
shows, music, eMagazines and 
movies from OverDrive, hoopla 
digital, Flipster, eRead Illinois and 
TumbleBooks in the CLPL eLibrary. 
The Library also offers several online 
educational and research resources. 


