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Library Proceeds with Project 2020 Repairs
HVAC Repairs and COVID Modifications Slated for Winter
By Cary Waxler, CLPL Trustee

A

s a trustee on the Crystal Lake
Public Library Board, I’d like to
update our community on some of
the important changes the Library
has, and will, undertake to be flexible,
responsive, and forward-looking in the
face of the COVID-19 pandemic.
During the Library’s ultimately
unsuccessful referendum campaign,
we often described the library as operating as a four-legged stool, with our
staff, collection, technology, and building as being co-equal elements that
all contributed to being the library our
community deserves.
Since March, CLPL has changed every
aspect of those four legs to meet the
challenge of COVID-19.
Our staff has operated a virtual library
unparalleled in its content. Staff have
created public-facing programs on

A construction worker repairs caulking on
the exterior of the Library building.

everything from
ghost stories to
healthy eating, and
the engagement
with the community
is testament to the
interest of our patrons and quality of
our staff. Our digital
resources such as
downloadable audiobooks, ebooks, and
genealogy assistance
have been voraLibrary staffers prepare materials for curbside pickup service.
ciously consumed by
our most patron-requested feature: a
our constitents. Our
driveup delivery window. This imporstaff has created a popular curbside
tant feature will provide invaluable
material pickup program. We began
benefits to our seniors, persons with
to welcome patrons into the builddisabilities, and those managing siging again in a way that is as safe and
nificant health concerns. I should note
efficient as possible by increasing
here that our staff conducted a wellcleaning, requiring masks, limiting
run but temporary curbside pickup
the occupancy, and many other ways.
program during the summer and early
Upon re-opening our book drops for
fall months, but that is not sustainable
material return, CLPL began to safely
with current staffing procedures and
process 25,000 materials that were
out. This has been a major challenge - inclement weather closing in sooner
one that our staff has adeptly handled than many of us would like. We are
in the middle of city staff review on
amid serious challenge. That ongoing
this project and are anxious to find a
challenge, however, is our fragile and
workable solution for this practical,
compromised building.
cost-effective, and patron-requested
project.
The Library Board has taken action
to address some of the fragility. On
Our bid packages will also allow CLPL
Sept. 23, the board approved a bid
to address COVID-19 concerns by
package that repairs moisture leaks,
creating work spaces that allow for
masonry repairs, and roof repairs.
increased social distancing and more
Later this month and into November,
efficient use of staff time.
a second bid package will cover inte(Continued to page 3)
rior improvements, including adding

Check out our upcoming Virtual CLPL programs!

older bar codes. Finally, an updated
exterior sign will allow greater
communication with patrons, the
community, and will again increase
staff efficiency.
In order to fund these badly-needed updates for patron comfort and
staff safety, the board is committed
to fiscal responsibility and will use
operating funds dedicated for these
improvements from the special reserve funds as well as development
impact fees and private donations.
Cary Waxler,
CLPL Board Trustee
(Project 2020 article,
Continued from page 1)
In terms of the collection, the
second bid package will update
our self-checkout systems, door
gates, and our collection’s materials
control with radio frequency identification (RFID) tags instead of the

The Library’s current plans to complete the interior portions of the
Repairs 2020 project include conceptual plans for closing the Library
for a period of time. This is still in
the planning stages and dependent
on several factors, such as bid package results, final costs, bidder verification, and official library board
action.

The Library is a proud member of
the Crystal Lake family and as we
enter our 108th year in 2021, the
Library Board and staff remain dedicated to Crystal Lake’s patrons and
our mission: Helping people, of all
ages and backgrounds, learn, enjoy
and better their lives.
Cary Waxler was appointed to the
Crystal Lake Public Library Board in
fall 2019. He is a 13-year resident of
Crystal Lake and lifelong resident of
Northern Illinois. He is a social studies teacher at Barrington
High School. Waxler, his wife
Megan (also a teacher), and their
two young sons are frequent visitors to the Library. Their love for the
Library prompted Waxler to join the
board.

Library Continues Contact-Free Curbside Service
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CLPL continues to offer contact-free
curbside pickup
service to patrons.
The service is
available to CLPL
cardholders only
and is limited to
materials available
at CLPL.
Patrons should
place holds on materials via the
Library catalog (visit clpl.org)
or contact the CLPL Call Center
for assistance at 815.459.1687.
Patrons will be notified when their

materials are ready for pick up.
At that time, they can schedule a
pickup appointment using SignUp
Genius on the Library website or
by calling the Library. Masks and
social distancing are required. More
information is at clpl.org.
Curbside Service Hours are:
Monday, Wednesday & Saturday
10 am-2 pm
&
Tuesday and Thursday
3-7 pm

Get reading suggestions from a librarian!
Need help finding your next book?
Our friendly CLPL librarians can assist
you! Visit clpl.org to fill out a reading
suggestion form, and a librarian will
prepare a list of suggested titles for
you.
Adults & Teens - Visit clpl.org, click:
Research > Books & Reading
For Kids’ Books - Visit clpl.org, click:
Kids > Books & Reading

Material Return Hours Expanded
Crystal Lake Public Library has expanded its materials return hours as
of Oct. 26. However, patrons should visit the Library’s website,
clpl.org, for up-to-date information about returns as the state’s
COVID-19 restrictions continue to be ever changing. Materials return
hours will be extended on the days Library staff are in the building.

The new return hours are:
Monday, Wednesday & Saturday....9 am-4 pm
Tuesday and Thursday.......................Noon-7 pm

No Appointments
Needed for
in-Library Visits

‘Tis the Season for Crafting! Creativebug
Offers Thousands of Art and Craft Tutorials
...and all you need is your Library card!

Great news!

Patrons can now visit CLPL in
person without an appointment!
The hours for in-Library visits will
remain the same, and a limit of 40
guests will be allowed inside the
building at one time. Patrons can
pick up holds, browse the shelves,
obtain/renew Library cards, use the
copier/printer and use the Wi-Fi.
There will be a limited number of
computers available in the Adult
and Youth Services departments.
In-Library hours are:
Monday, Wednesday & Saturday
10 am-2 pm
&
Tuesday and Thursday
3-7 pm

Want to learn how to knit, paint, or make fun crafts? Maybe you’re
looking for design ideas or creative inspiration. Creativebug is your
private instructor. Creativebug offers thousands of award-winning
art and craft video classes taught by recognized design experts and
artists. All you need is your Library card. Visit the Library’s website at
clpl.org and click on Research > Creativebug.

Visit clpl.org > eLibrary > Research > Creativebug
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Virtual Adult Programs
For more information about Adult Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687

Calming Meditation

Tuesday, Nov.. 3
1-1:30 pm
Does 2020 have you feeling stressed?
Megan, from Adult Services, will teach
you calming meditation techniques.

Smoothies Nutritivos

Thursday, Nov. 5
1-1:30 pm
íSmoothies Nutritivos que ayudan para
la salud, fácil de hacer y pueden suplir un
desayuno! Healthy Smoothies that can
supplement a breakfast and are easy to
make!

Adult Storytime

Thursdays, Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26;
7-7:30 pm
Join Katie from Adult Services all month
as she shares a series of stories for adults,
highlighting indigenous authors from the
North American continent.

CLPL Social: Readers Social
(Distance) Club

Saturdays, Nov. 7 and Dec. 5
7-9 pm
Zoom Meeting
This isn’t your typical book club! There’s
no assigned book, no discussion to
prepare for, it’s just a group of book
lovers getting together to talk about
our shared passion. Join Katy and Katie
from Adult Services on Zoom to distantly
socialize with fellow readers. Registration
required.

English Conversation Club

Tuesdays, Nov. 10 and 24; Dec. 8 and 22
3:30-5 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join our conversation club and practice
your conversational English while
increasing your confidence in your
speaking skills. All levels welcome.
Registration required.
¡Venga a nuestro grupo de conversación!
Practique su inglés conversacional y
adquiera confianza en sus habilidades.
¡Principiantes bienvenidos! Se requiere
registro.

4

The Beacon ::

November 2020

Knit at Night

Tuesday, Nov. 10
Thursday, Dec. 10
7-9 pm
Zoom Meeting
Knitters and crafters, join Megan from
Adult Services on Zoom for a drop-in
program where you can socialize with
other makers while working on your
current projects. Registration required.

How Sweet! Decorating
Festive Fall Sugar Cookies
Tuesday, Nov. 17
1-1:30 pm
Learn the basics of
decorating festive sugar
cookies with royal icing.

Telling Your Family Story:
Research

Make Along w/Megan:
Knitted Autumn Leaf Craft
Thursday, Nov. 12
1-1:30 pm
Learn how to make
a charming autumn
decoration.

Saturdays, Nov. 14 and Dec. 12
3-4:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Writers of all experience levels are
welcome to join Katy from Adult Services
for a virtual meeting of the CLPL’s monthly
writers group. Registration required.

Tuesday, Nov. 17
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Every family has a story. Learn how to
research, organize, plan and tell yours in
this four-part genealogy series. In session
1, Research, learn how to use the library’s
genealogy resources and other internet
sources to discover the roots of your
family’s story. Registration required.

Forever Young Adult Book Club

Bookies Book Discussion

Paddock Street Writers Guild

Zoom Meeting
This is a YA book discussion group for
those of us who are a little less Y and a
little more A. Registration required.

Monday, Nov. 16
7-9 pm
Reverie by Ryan La Sala
This book is available on
hoopla and OverDrive.
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
Monday, Dec. 14
7-9 pm
The Thousandth Floor by
Katharine McGee
The ebook is available on
hoopla. Both the ebook
and eaudiobook are
available on OverDrive.
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary

Zoom Meeting
Join us from the comfort of your own
home to discuss the selected book.
Registration required.
Wednesday, Nov. 18
9:30-11:30 am
Empire Falls
by Richard Russo
This book is available on
OverDrive (Libby app) as
an eBook. Visit clpl.org >
eLibrary
Wednesday, Dec. 16
9:30-11:30 am
A Christmas Memory
by Truman Capote
This book is available
in the CLPL database
OmniFile Full Text Select.
Please email mrobinson@
clpl.org for help with the database, if
needed.

Virtual Adult Programs
Afternoon Craft Corner:
Autumnal Luminaries

Thursday, Nov. 19
1-1:30 pm
Learn how to make decorative autumnal
luminaries from simple supplies.

Memory Cafe

Theatre 121 Presents:
Charles Dickens and
‘A Christmas Carol’

Sundays, Nov. 22, 29; Dec 6, 13, 20
7-7:30 pm
Theatre 121 is
partnering with
CLPL to bring you
seasonal cheer. Join
local, award-winning
performer Alex Fayer
as Charles Dickens
every Sunday evening during the holiday
season as he reads from the festive
classic “A Christmas Carol.”

Use Ancestry.com
From Your Home!

Thursdays, Nov. 19 and Dec. 17
2-3:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
People with early
onset memory issues
are invited to socialize
with new friends
from the comfort of their home for a
Zoom meeting. Join Marcia, from Adult
Services, and hosts Christina and Rudy
from Independence Health & Therapy.
Registration required.

CLPL is on Goodreads!

Friend and follow the
Crystal Lake
Public Library on
Goodreads.com to see curated booklists,
join online discussions and more.

Virtual Teen
Programs
Teen Cuisine: Pie Trio

Tuesday, Nov. 3 at 7 pm
Apple w/Cheddar Crust
Friday, Nov. 6 at 1 pm
Peach Pecan
Friday, Nov. 13 at 1 pm
Cranberry Custard
Teen librarian Karin will demonstrate
how to make a delicious trio of pies
perfect for the holiday season.

Teen Jackbox Game Night

Friday, Nov. 13
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Grab your friends and enjoy a fun
evening of popular Jackbox Games.
We’ll bring the games, you bring the
competition. Participants will need a
computer with Wi-Fi access and cell
phone to play. Registration required.

Teen Cuisine:
Leftover Sliders

Do you want to find out more about your
family’s history? Ancestry Library Edition
is available remotely through Dec. 31,
2020 with your library card.
Go to clpl.org>Research.

Living Landmarks of Chicago with Theresa L. Goodrich
Thursday, Nov. 12
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Award-winning author Theresa L. Goodrich goes
beyond the what, when, and where to tell us the how
and why of Chicago’s famous downtown landmarks.
From the parlor used as a meat locker to the fight
over the Field Museum, Goodrich will bring history
to life with stories featured in her new nontraditional
guidebook, “Living Landmarks of Downtown Chicago.”
Registration required.

Friday, Nov. 27
1-1:30 pm
Learn how to put those Thanksgiving
leftovers to good use by making
Leftover Sliders.

Need Wi-Fi?

Free Wi-Fi is available
in the Library parking
lot at 126 Paddock
Street.

Facebook para
hispanohablantes
La Biblioteca Pública de Crystal
Lake (CLPL) ahora tiene una
página de Facebook para
hispanohablantes. Haz clic en
Me gusta y sigue todas las noticias y
acontecimientos actuales de la Biblioteca
en Facebook.

Visit the Library events calendar at clpl.org for more information and to participate in the programs.
November 2020
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Virtual Kids Programs

For more information about Youth Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687

Take-and-Make Turkey

Monday, Nov. 2
While supplies last
Grab a take-andmake turkey kit to
use as a centerpiece
on your Thanksgiving
table. Register for the
program, and we will
contact you with instructions on how
you can pick up your craft kit using our
curbside service. Assembly instructions
included in kit. 30 kits available.
Registration required.

Storytime w/Ms. Susan

Monday, Nov. 2
10 am
Ms. Susan will read “Apples for Little Fox”
by Ekaterina Trukhan.

Cast Your Vote!

Monday, Nov. 2
4 pm
Ms. Terri will
read “Equality’s
Call - the Story
of Voting Rights
in America”
by Deborah
Diesen, with
illustrations by Magdalena Mora. This
book is recommended for kids ages 5-9
and can be checked out at the library or
downloaded using OverDrive.

Storytime w/Ms. Seanine

Wednesday, Nov. 4
10 am
Ms. Seanine will read “Troll and the
Oliver” by Adam Stower.

DIY Popsicle Stick Puzzles

Wednesday, Nov. 4
4 pm
Ms. Dawn will show you how to make a
puzzle game with popsicle sticks, crayons
and masking tape.

Storytimes w/Ms. Karamy

Monday, Nov. 9
Wednesdays, Nov. 25 and Dec. 23
10 am
Join Ms. Karamy as she reads a special
story. You never know what surprises she
has waiting for you!
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Graphic Novels Out Loud

Mondays, Nov. 9 and Dec. 7
4 pm
Ms. Ashlee will read a fun graphic novel.

Storytime w/Ms. Terri

Monday, Nov. 16
10 am
Ms. Terri will read “Just Like a Mama.”
Carol Olivia Clementine doesn’t live with
her mommy and daddy, but Mama Rose
is just like a mama to her.

Passport to Adventure

Monday, Nov. 16
4 pm
Grab a passport and get ready to travel!
Ms. Susan and Ms. Jamie are ready to
take you on a virtual trip around the
world. We will start by exploring the
wonderful country of Peru! 20 passport
packets will be available for pick up using
our curbside service starting Nov. 9.
Registration required.

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Storytime

Wednesday, Nov. 18
10 am
Hear ye! Hear ye! Ms. Seanine will read
and act out three stories about knights!
All knights, lords, ladies, princesses and
princes welcome.

Adventures in My Backyard

Wednesday, Nov. 18
1 pm
Join Ms. Kristen as she explores the fun
that can be found in your own backyard.

Magic Milk Experiment

Wednesday, Nov. 18
4 pm
Join Ms. Jamie as she shows how to do a
cool experiment using milk, food coloring
and dish soap. Try it out for yourself and
watch the cool colors emerge.

Thankful Storytime

Monday, Nov. 23
10 am
Ms. Susan will read “Thankful” by Eileen
Spinelli.

Ice Cream Turkeys

Monday, Nov. 23
4 pm
Create a tasty
November
treat that will
tingle your
taste buds.
Ms. Jamie will
show you how to decorate yummy ice
cream turkeys.

Virtual Building Buddies

Wednesday, Nov. 25
1 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join Ms. Ashlee and Ms. Jamie for LEGO®
challenges followed by creative free
builds. So grab some LEGOS®, jump on
Zoom and have fun creating and sharing.
Registration required.

Dinovember

Monday, Nov. 30
10 am
Enjoy a rhyme and a story
with Ms. Terri as she
celebrates Dinovember
with a fun rhyme and the
book “Tiny T. Rex and the Impossible
Hug” written by Jonathan Stutzman and
illustrated by Jay Fleck.

Story and Skittles Snack

Monday, Nov. 30
1 pm
Ms. Kristen and her daughter will share a
book and make a treat using Skittles.

Middle School
Graphic Novel Club
Grades 6-8

Mondays, Nov. 30 and Dec. 28
4 pm
Zoom Meeting
We’ll discuss a graphic novel available
through hoopla as we meet by Zoom.
Attendees will choose the titles at the
October and November meetings.
Registration required.

Virtual Kids Programs
Take-and-Make Craft

Wednesday, Dec. 2
While supplies last
Grab a take-and-make craft kit to bring
home and assemble. Register for the
program, and we will contact you with
instructions on how you can pick up
your craft kit using our curbside service.
Assembly instructions included in kit. 30
kits available. Registration required.

Storytime w/Ms. Seanine

Wednesday, Dec. 2
10 am
Ms. Seanine will read “One Snowy
Morning” by Kevin Tseng.

Blow Off Some STEAM

Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 4 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 1 pm
Have fun exploring science, technology,
engineering, art and math (S.T.E.A.M.).
Ms. Ashlee will demonstrate a STEAM
activity and then you can try it at home.

Christmas Storytime
w/Mrs. Claus

Monday, Dec. 7
10 am
Join Mrs. Claus for a special
message from the North Pole. Then Ms.
Seanine will read a special Christmas
story.

Jingle Bell Storytime

Wednesday, Dec. 9
10 am
Ms. Terri will lead a holiday storytime.
First, we’ll sing a jingle bell song and
then Ms. Terri will read “The Mouse
Before Christmas” by Tracey Turner and
illustrated by Jenny Lovlie.

Elephant & Piggie Marathon
Monday, Dec. 14
4 pm
Ms. Susan and Ms.
Seanine will act out
the stories you love
from Elephant and
Piggie!

Craft Corner:
Snowman Ornament

Maker Academy:
Ice Cream Snowman

Wednesday, Dec. 23
1 pm
Ms. Jamie will demonstrate how to
decorate an ice cream snowman. We’ll
have fun creating it and sampling the
final creation!

Penguin Storytime

Monday, Dec. 28
10 am
Ms. Terri will lead
a storytime about
penguins and read
the nonfiction book
“Baby Penguin’s
First Waddles” by

Wednesday, Dec. 16
10 am
Get ready for the season by creating a
fun ornament to hang on your tree or in
your house. Ms. Jamie will let you know
what you need and show you how to put
it all together.

Reindeer Snack

Wednesday, Dec. 16
4 pm
Ms. Kristen will show
you how to make
reindeer food for Santa’s
special team.

A Winter Tale

Monday, Dec. 21
10 am
Ms. Seanine will read a delightfully fun
winter story.

Holiday Dance Party

Monday, Dec. 21
4 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join Ms. Karamy LIVE for fun holiday
music and dancing! Gather the family
around the computer
and get ready to boogie!
Registration required.

Ben Richmond.

Shh! Storytime

Wednesday, Dec. 30
10 am
Ms. Seanine will read
one of her favorite
stories, “Shh! We
Have a Plan” by Chris
Haughton.

Need Homework Help?

Get free, live, one-on-one tutoring and
homework help for your student from
HelpNow, an online service available
through Crystal Lake Public Library.
The service provides expert writing
assistance, live help for language
learners and a library of lessons,
resources, videos, tests and more.
All you need is your library card!
Visit HelpNow on the Library’s website:
clpl.org > Research > Homework Help

DIY Chalk Holiday Lights

Wednesday, Dec. 9
4 pm
Learn how to make holiday-themed
chalk drawings using cardstock, scissors,
paper and colorful chalk.

Holiday Storytime

Monday, Dec. 14
10 am
Ms. Susan will read a holiday story by
author Jan Brett.

Watch and enjoy
storytime
programs on the
Crystal Lake Public Library
YouTube Channel!
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MISSION STATEMENT
Crystal Lake Public Library:
Helping people, of all ages and
backgrounds, learn, enjoy and
better their lives.

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage

PA I D

Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Permit #224

126 Paddock Street
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Phone: 815.459.1687
www.clpl.org

***ECRWSS***
POSTAL PATRON
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL

CLPL Call Center
Need help? Have a question?
Call the Library at
815.459.1687
10 am-6 pm
Monday-Sunday
or send an email to:
ihaveaquestion@clpl.org
or “Chat” on clpl.org

Follow Us on
Social Media!

Keep up with the Library’s latest
offerings. Like our pages and share
our posts on social media.

Drive-Up Wi-Fi

Use the Library’s Wi-Fi from the
parking lot. Connect to the internet
and to CLPL’s online resources while
sitting in the parking lot at 126
Paddock Street.

Visit the eLibrary

Borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks, TV
shows, music, eMagazines and movies
from OverDrive, hoopla, Flipster,
eRead Illinois and TumbleBooks in
the CLPL eLibrary. The Library also
offers several online educational and
research resources.

Friends Host Portillo’s Fundraiser
Monday, November 16

Give mom, dad or yourself the night off and help the Friends
of the Crystal Lake Library! Head to Portillo’s, 855 Cog Circle,
Crystal Lake, between 5-8 pm on Monday, Nov. 16 and a
portion of the proceeds from your purchase will be donated
to the Friends of the Crystal Lake Library. You’ll need to
download the flier from the Friends website (www.friendsocll.org) or display
it on your phone.
FOCLL is a volunteer-run organization that supports CLPL. If you’re looking to
make a contribution to the community, consider joining the Friends. Visit the
Friends website or Facebook page for more information.

30th Annual Crystal Lake Community Harvest
October 15-November 27

Crystal Lake Community Harvest needs donations
more than ever this year. COVID-19 has canceled
several of the food drives that typically bring in the
largest amount of food the Crystal Lake Food Pantry
receives all year.
Please drop off donations at the food pantry, 42
East St., Crystal Lake. Visit the food pantry website, clfoodpantry.org, for
information about drop-off hours and preferred donations.

