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Director’s Desktop:
Construction Work
Hits Brick Wall Buried
Beneath Parking Lot
By Kathryn I. Martens

C

Construction workers pack limestone in the area east of the Library building where
the new drive-up service lane and retaining wall will be built. Pictured to the left, a
concrete wall was discovered buried underneath the parking lot. The buried wall
prevented workers from installing some of the steel support piers. Project managers
have found a way to work around the obstacle. Above: arrow depicts buried wall.

New Automated
Materials Handling
System Installed

C

rystal Lake Public Library is moving into the modern age with the
installation of an automated materials
handling system (pictured right). The
new system arrived in April. When
patrons return their materials - either
in the return drop near the main parking lot or the drops in the lobby - their
items will feed into the machine and
travel along conveyor belts, which will
sort the materials by department and
shelving area. The system will significantly shorten the materials return/
resorting/reshelving process. As a
result, patrons will notice items will be
removed from their accounts faster.

rystal Lake Public Library’s building repairs project hit a temporary
set back in early April when workers
attempting to install steel support
piers hit a concrete wall buried deep
beneath the parking lot. The piers
were to support a retaining wall for
the new drive-up service lane. While
the crew was able to install 20 piers,
they hit a snag when other piers hit
rock and could not be pushed further.
After analyzing the problem, project
managers found an alternative solution for moving forward with building the retaining wall, which will be
located on the north side of the
drive-up service lane.
“We removed slabs of concrete
(from underground) that were literally
the size of my pickup truck,” project
manager Mel Cowen, of Featherstone
Inc., explained to the Library Board of
Trustees at their April meeting.
Continued to p. 2
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Library Director Kathryn I. Martens stands
by the new lobby book drops, which are
part of the automated materials handling
system installed in April.
(Continued from front page)

“We sheared off some piers due to the
obstruction. The structural engineers
and geo techs revised the strategy to
pack the hole with fresh limestone to
get the bearing compacity needed.”
Once the limestone is packed into
the excavated hole, workers are
expected to begin pouring concrete
for the footings and the retaining wall.
However, the unexpected obstacle
has delayed completion of the Repairs
Project by approximately two weeks.
We are all working to get the project
completed, pass final inspections

and reopen the Library to the public.
No one knows what that wall is
underground. It could be part of a
foundation for an old farm building.
We didn’t know it was under there,
and we definitely can’t put the piers
through it. These are just some of the
things we are dealing with regarding
this property.
Meanwhile interior work of the
building is near completion. The repair
work on the HVAC system is almost
done. The improvements will provide
fresh, filtered circulating air for patrons
and staff.
New service desks in the Adult and
Youth Services departments have
arrived. We’re still waiting on delivery
of the Circulation Desk and Info Desk.
The Circulation Department has been
reconfigured to function with the
automated materials handling system
and passport application desk. New
security gates have been placed at
the doorways, and new self-checkout

machines have replaced outdated
machines that could no longer be serviced. The equipment is RFID compatible.
Patrons will notice new carpeting and
improved lighting in some areas of the
building. The Library Board approved
adding brighter lights in the parking
lot, something patrons have requested
for safety purposes. A newly constructed program room in Youth Services
and a DIY/multipurpose area in Adult
Services are nearly completed. Several
repairs were made to the leaking roof,
windows and foundation.
As soon as the construction crews
finalize their work, Library staff can
re-enter the building to begin unpacking and re-establishing workflow in the
new spaces.
We look forward to reopening soon
and serving you, our patrons!

Kathryn I. Martens

Take a look!
New carpeting,
a new service desk
and improved
lighting in
Adult Services.
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Coming to CLPL!
• Drive-up Service Window
w/Return Drop
• New Automated Materials
Handling System
• New Self-Checkout Machines
• New Program Room
• New DIY Activity Area
• Air Circulation & Filtration to
meet COVID Standards

• Roof, Window, Site Drainage
Repairs
• Improved Interior & Exterior
Lighting
• Easy-to-Reach Picture Book
Shelving in Youth Services
• Easy-to-Reach Display
Shelving in Adult Services
• New Passport Service Desk

Your City @ Home!

Watch all our programs,
anytime on the
CLPL YouTube Channel!

Explore the best of the Windy City from the comfort of
your home. CLPL has partnered with Algonquin Area
Public Library District for an exciting virtual program.
Kate Cundiff, of AAPLD, will host virtual visits to Chicago’s
finest museums and cultural destinations via Zoom.
Individual registrations are required for each session.
Register at clpl.org.
Chicago Children’s Museum
Illinois Holocaust Museum &
Educational Center
The Art Institute of Chicago
The Field Museum
Elmhurst History Museum

Saturday, May 1
Saturday, May 8

1-2 pm
2-3 pm

Saturday, May 15
Saturday, May 22
Saturday, May 29

1-2 pm
1-2 pm
2-3 pm

Dial-a-Story
Take-&-Make Craft Kits
In Partnership w/CL Park District

May 1-31
Pick up a take-and-make craft kit to bring home
and assemble! We provide instructions and post
how-to-assemble tutorial videos on the CLPL
YouTube Channel. Register for your kit at clpl.org,
and we’ll send you pick up instructions using our
curbside service at the Nature Center,
330 N. Main St., Crystal Lake. Pick up times are
from 3-5 pm Wednesdays, and from 10 am-noon on Saturdays. Please register each
person separately. One kit per registration. Registration required.

May 1-31

Listening to a great story is just a
phone call away!
Looking for a screen break and a good
story to relax you? Call the Library at
815.459.1687 and press 2 to hear our
new Dial-a-Story every week. Stories
will be updated weekly with selections
for kids and adults. We’re excited to
share a story with you!

815.459.1687, ext. 2

Take-&-Make Crafts for May:

Youth: Flower Bouquets
Elementary: Solar System Bead Activity
Middle School: Constellation Embroidery
Teen: Paracord Keychains
Adult: Seed Bombs

Visit our eLibrary for eBooks, eAudiobooks, movies & more!

Borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks, TV shows, movies, music, and eMagazines from OverDrive,
hoopla, Flipster, eReadIllinois, BiblioBoard Library of Illinois and TumbleBooks in the CLPL
eLibrary. All you need is your Library card! (Need a card or need to renew your card? Email
jgibson@clpl.org).
The Library also offers several online educational and research resources.

Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
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Virtual Adult Programs
For more information about Adult Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687.
All video programs can be watched anytime after the release date on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Book Clubs
Forever Young Adult Book Club
Zoom Meeting
This is a YA book discussion group for
those of us who are a little less Y and a
little more A. Registration required.

Monday, May 17
7-8:30 pm
I’m Not Dying With You
Tonight by Gilly Segal and
Kimberly Jones
Both the ebook and
eaudiobook are available
on hoopla and OverDrive.
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
Monday, June 21
7-8:30 pm
The Summer of Everything
by Julian Winters
The ebook is available on
hoopla.
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary

Bookies Book Discussion

Zoom Meeting
Join us from the comfort of your own
home to discuss the selected book.
Registration required.
Wednesday, May 19
9:30-11:30 am
Commonwealth by
Lara Prescott
Digital copies are
available on hoopla,
OverDrive and
eReadllinois.
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
Wednesday, June 16
9:30-11:30 am
Wolf by
Lucy Jane Bledsoe
Digital copies are available
in CLPL database OmniFile
Full Text Select.
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
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CLPL Social: Readers’ Social
(Distance) Club

Saturday, May 1
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
This isn’t your typical book club! There’s
no assigned book, no discussion to
prepare for. It’s just a group of book
lovers getting together to talk about
their shared passion. Join Katy and Katie
from Adult Services on Zoom to distantly
socialize with fellow readers! Registration
required.

Adult Storytime:
May the Fourth Be With You!

Tuesday, May 4
7 pm
Katie from Adult Services
marks Star Wars Day by
reading a selection from
“From a Certain Point of View: The Empire
Strikes Back.” Watch on the CLPL YouTube
Channel.

Telling Your Family Story:
Organize

Thursday, May 6
1-2:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Every family has a story. Learn to
research, organize, plan and tell yours
in this four part genealogy series. In
session two, “Organize,” learn tips and
tricks to help you get your information
together in preparation for your planning.
Registration required.

Fireside Chat with
Author Alex Kotlowitz

Thursday, May 6
7 pm
Zoom Meeting
A fireside chat with
journalist, author and
filmmaker Alex Kotlowitz.
Kotlowitz’s most notable
books are “An American
Summer: Love and Death in Chicago”
and the award-winning national
bestseller “There Are No Children Here.”
Kotlowitz also won an Emmy for the 2011
documentary “The Interrupters.” Chicago
Tribune columnist Mary Schmich will
moderate a 45-minute discussion with
Kotlowitz and a 15-minute Q&A session.
Limited spots. Registration required.

Folding Pages: Origami Lily

Friday, May 7
1 pm
Learn to make a bouquet of beautiful
origami lillies. Watch on the CLPL YouTube
Channel.

English Conversation Club

Tuesdays, May 11, 25
3:30-5 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join our conversation club and practice
your conversational English while
increasing your confidence in your
speaking skills. All levels welcome.
Registration required.
¡Venga a nuestro grupo de conversación!
Practique su inglés conversacional y
adquiera confianza en sus habilidades.
¡Principiantes bienvenidos! Se requiere
registro.

Adult Storytime:
‘Superman Smashes the Klan’

Tuesday, May 11
7 pm
Katie from Adult Services celebrates Asian
American and Pacific Islander Heritage
Month by reading an excerpt from Gene
Luen Yang’s graphic novel “Superman
Smashes the Klan.” Watch on the CLPL
YouTube Channel.

Knit at Night

Thursday, May 13
7-9 pm
Zoom Meeting
Knitters and crafters,
join Megan and
friends via Zoom for
a drop-in program
where you can socialize with other makers
while working on your current projects.
Registration required.

Paddock Street Writers Guild

Saturday, May 15
3-4:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Writers of all experience levels are
welcome to join Katy from Adult Services
for a virtual meeting of CLPL’s monthly
writers group. Registration required.

Afternoon Craft Corner:
Wrapped Rope Containers

Tuesday, May 18
1 pm
Pat from Adult Services demonstrates
how to make decorative rope containers.
Watch on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Pauly’s Film Discussion Group:
‘Giant’
Tuesday, May 18
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Watch “Giant” on hoopla from the CLPL
eLibrary. Then join Paul for a discussion
of the classic film on Zoom. Registration
required.

Memory Cafe

Thursday, May 20
2-3 pm
Zoom Meeting
People with early onset
memory issues are
invited to socialize with new friends
from the comfort of their home via a
Zoom meeting. Join Marcia, from Adult
Services, and hosts Christina and Rudy
from Independence Health & Therapy.
Registration required.

Read This Next:
Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month

Thursday, May 20
7 pm
Learn about sensational books written
by Asian American and Pacific Islander
authors. Watch on the CLPL YouTube
Channel.

Make Along w/Megan:
No-Knead Cinnamon English
Muffin Bread

Tuesday, May 25
1 pm
Megan from Adult Services demonstrates
how to make a tasty no-knead cinnamon
English muffin bread. Watch on the CLPL
YouTube Channel.
Holly Glover, with Cycling Without Age
McHenry County, pedals a trishaw while
passenger Rosemary Kurtz enjoys the ride.

Meditate w/Megan

Thursday, May 27
7 pm
Megan will lead a relaxing guided
meditation routine that you can do
at home. Watch on the CLPL YouTube
Channel.

Summer Reading Program

All Ages
June 1-August 8
(Early registration
starts May 3)
Read books or eBooks;
listen to audiobooks, or
listen as someone
reads to you. Record
minutes on your reading log, or online
using Beanstack, and earn prizes!
Register online at:
CrystalLakeLibrary.Beanstack.org.
Or, report your minutes by:
• Calling the Library at 815.459.1687
• Via “chat” at clpl.org
• Email ihaveaquestion@clpl.org
More information is available at clpl.org.

Cycling Without Age
McHenry County

Thursday, June 3
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Learn more about a fun way to get
seniors outside again, reconnecting with
nature and other people through the
program, Cycling Without Age. Older
adults ride along in a trishaw (an electricassisted bike on three wheels), enjoying
the “wind in their hair.” Founder Greg
Glover explains how to participate and
volunteer. Registration required.

Virtual Teen
Programs
Teen Cuisine:
Upgrade Your Ramen

Thursday, May 13
1 pm
Teen librarian Karin transforms a plain
ramen bowl with a delicious upgrade.
Watch on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Teen Graphic Novel Book
Club - Superman: Red Son

Tuesday, May 25
7 pm
Zoom Meeting
Do you love comics and graphic
novels? Then join our discussion
about this month’s book selection
“Superman: Red Son” by Mark Millar.
Registration required.

Teen Cuisine:
Summer Bento Box

Thursday, May 27
1 pm
Learn to create a delicious bento box.
Watch on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Improve Your LinkedIn Profile

Tuesday, June 8
7-8:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Updating your LinkedIn profile, making
new connections, or looking for a new
job can be stressful, but it doesn’t have
to be. Greg Coe from GetLinked.Pro will
talk about the topics: Why LinkedIn?; Job
Seeker Tips; and 5 LinkedIn Profile Dos
and Don’ts. Registration required.

Telling Your Family Story: Plan

Thursday, June 10
1-2:30 pm
Zoom Meeting
Every family has a story. Learn to
research, organize, plan and tell yours in
this four part genealogy series. In session
three, “Plan,” learn tips and tricks to help
you prepare your information in order to
begin putting your family’s story together.
Registration required.

Visit the Library events calendar at clpl.org for more information and to participate in the programs.
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Virtual Kids Programs

For more information about Youth Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687.
All video programs can be watched anytime after the release date on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Storytime w/Ms. Karamy

Mondays, May 3, 24
Wednesday, May 12
10 am
Ms. Karamy will read a special story.
You never know what surprises she has
in store for you! Watch on the CLPL
YouTube Channel.

May the Fourth Be With You

Tuesday, May 4
All Day
Ms. Seanine and
Ms. Ashlee join forces
to battle the Dark
Side of the Force.
Seanine will read “Are
You Scared, Darth Vader?” Ashlee will
demonstrate how to make Star Wars
paper bag puppets. Watch on the CLPL
YouTube Channel.

‘Thunder Trucks’ Storytime
w/Ms. Susan

Wednesday, May 5
10 am
Spring is here and so are thunderstorms!
Ms. Susan and R.O. have a wonderful
storytime about storms, but with a twist.
Could there be trucks up in the clouds,
making all that noise? Tune in as we read
“Thunder Trucks” by Cheryl Klein and
Katy Beebe. Watch on the CLPL YouTube
Channel.

Flower Show - LIVE!

Storytime w/Ms. Terri

Preschool Craft

Blow Off Some STEAM

Saturday, May 8
Noon-2 pm in the Gazebo
Join the CLPL Youth staff at the
Downtown Crystal Lake Garden
Party and Flower Sale. We’ll have several
floral-inspired stories to share.
Monday, May 10
10 am
Theme: Pointillism/Georges Seurat
We’ll use colored markers and the
pointillism technique to create pictures.
We’ll also learn about the life of Georges
Seurat and his famous painting, “A
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of
La Grande Jatte.” Watch on the CLPL
YouTube Channel.

DIY Fun Fliers

Monday, May 10
4 pm
Learn to make two kinds of fliers.
The “swooping straw” flier requires a
drinking straw, cardstock, scissors and
tape. The “copter coaster” flier requires
a printed template (posted on the
CLPL calendar), scissors and paper clip.
Crayons or colored pencils are optional
for decorating fliers before takeoff. Watch
on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Building Buddies - LIVE!

Wednesday, May 12
(Early Release Day)
3-3:45 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join Ms. Ashlee and Ms.
Jamie for LEGO® challenges and creative
free builds. Grab LEGO® blocks, jump on
Zoom, and have fun creating and sharing.
Registration with an email is required
for this program.

Cat Kid Comic Club - LIVE!

CLPL staffers restock the new picture book
shelves, which are forward facing and
lower, easier for young patrons to reach.
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Grades 1-5
Friday, May 14
4-5 pm
Zoom Meeting
Let’s make comics together! Dream
up your own stories and unleash your
creativity with inspiration from Lil’ Petey,
Flippy and Molly! Registration required.

Monday, May 17
10 am
Ms. Terri will share Caldecott Honor and
Coretta Scott King Honor book “Me &
Mama” by Cozbi A. Cabrera. Watch on
the CLPL YouTube Channel.
Monday, May 17
4 pm
Have fun exploring science, technology,
engineering, art, and math (S.T.E.A.M.).
Ms. Ashlee demonstrates a STEAM
activity and then YOU try it at home. This
month, we will make color mixing tops.
Watch on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Storytime w/Ms. Susan

Wednesday, May 19
10 am
As school wraps up for the year, Ms.
Susan will share a great story by author
Derrick Barnes, “I Am Every Good Thing.”
The story is a reminder that you are
unique, special and one-of-a-kind. Watch
on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Open Books, Open Dialogue

Wednesday, May 19
6:30-7:15 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join a panel discussion with multidisciplinary professionals who are
passionate readers and believe literature
can positively promote inclusion,
empathy and growth. Get book
suggestions, conversation starters, and
an activity to try at home. Registration
required.

Middle School Graphic
Novel Club - LIVE!

Grades 6-8
Monday, May 24
4-5 pm
Zoom Meeting
Each month, we discuss a graphic novel
chosen by the participants. The program
is held live via Zoom for students in
grades 6-8. Registration is required with
an email. The book (posted on the CLPL
calendar) can be found on hoopla using
your Crystal Lake Public Library card.
Registration required.

Virtual Kids Programs
Storytime w/Ms. Seanine

Wednesday, May 26
10 am
Join Ms. Seanine for silly stories. She will
share “See the Cat: Three Stories About
a Dog” by David LaRochelle, along with
other songs and stories. Watch on the
CLPL YouTube Channel.

Adventures in My Backyard,
Blooming Spring Flowers

Wednesday, May 26
4 pm
Ms. Kristen and her daughter
share the best wild spring
flowers and explain how to tell
what the flowers’ names are. Watch on
the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Bluestem Book Club - LIVE!

Grades 3-5
Tuesdays, June 1-July 27
4 pm
Zoom Meeting
Introducing the Bluestem Book Club,
for those not quite ready for our Caudill
Club! Attendees will vote to choose
a book (or two) from the Bluestem
nominee list, read and discuss it. Meets
every Tuesday in June and July. Don’t
forget to record your reading time on
your Summer Reading Program log! CLPL
cardholders only. Registration required.

LIVE Storytime w/Ms. Kristen
Ages 2-5
Wednesday, June 2
9:30 am
Zoom Meeting
Join Ms. Kristen for an energetic Zoom
storytime featuring a story, fingerplays
and movement to music! Best for ages
2-5. Zoom link will be sent in advance.
Registration required.

Caudill Book Club - LIVE!

Grades 4-8
Wednesdays, June 2-July 28
4-5 pm
Zoom Meeting
The Caudill Book Club is back! Join Ms.
Seanine and Ms. Dawn for a fun summer
book club for students in grades 4-8 that
meets weekly in June and July. Books
will be selected from the 2022 Rebecca
Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award
nominee list and then discussed. This
year, we will meet via Zoom, but you can
pick up a snack from the Library to enjoy
during our meetings. CLPL cardholders
only. Registration is required with an
email to attend this program.

SRP Game Show - LIVE!

Fridays, June 4-August 6
4 pm
Zoom Meeting
Join us each week as we give away
prizes and have fun playing games.
You will win extra prize tickets for the
Summer Reading Program prize baskets.
We plan on playing a variety of games
including Bingo, Kahoot trivia and other
mystery games like “Name That Tune.”
Registration required.

Around the
Town

Saturday, June 5
All Day
Join Ms. Seanine and
Ms. Karin as they
learn how to make
a pizza at Georgio’s Chicago Pizzeria &
Pub in Crystal Lake. Then listen to a story
about pizza. Watch on the CLPL YouTube
Channel.

June 1-August 8

(Early registration starts May 3)

All Ages

Read books or eBooks; listen to
audiobooks, or listen as someone
reads to you. Record minutes on your
reading log, or online using Beanstack,
and earn prizes! Register online at:
CrystalLakeLibrary.Beanstack.org.
Or, report your minutes by:
• Calling the Library at 815.459.1687
• Via “chat” at clpl.org
• Email ihaveaquestion@clpl.org
More information is available at
clpl.org. Program is open to CLPL
cardholders and students (and their
families) who attend school in
Crystal Lake.

Watch virtual
programs anytime
on the CLPL
YouTube Channel!

Storytime w/Ms. Susan

Wednesday, June 2
10 am
Ms. Susan will
read “Marigold
Bakes a Cake” by
Mike Malbrough.
Marigold the cat
loves Mondays,
for that is when he
bakes cakes! Watch
on the CLPL YouTube Channel.

Check out
our new
Youth Services
Desk!
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MISSION STATEMENT
Crystal Lake Public Library:
Helping people, of all ages and
backgrounds, learn, enjoy and
better their lives.

Non-Profit
Organization
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126 Paddock Street
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Phone: 815.459.1687
www.clpl.org
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CLPL Call Center

Need help?
Have a question?
Call the Library 815.459.1687,x5
10 am-6 pm Monday-Sunday
or
Send an email to:
ihaveaquestion@clpl.org
or
Chat on clpl.org

Follow Us on
Social Media!

Keep up with the Library’s latest
offerings. Like our pages and share
our posts on social media.

Facebook para
hispanohablantes

We’ve Extended
Due Dates!

W

e know you’re holding
onto your materials until the
Library building reopens. We’ve
automatically extended all
material due dates to June 14July 2. No late fees will be applied.
We plan to reopen the building in
June.
Please do not return CLPL
materials to other libraries. They
have nowhere to store the items
and can’t send them to CLPL while
the building is closed for repairs.

Friends of the Crystal Lake Library
Join the Friends, Help the Library!

Are you looking to make a positive contribution to
our community as we begin to reopen? Consider
joining the Friends. This group of dedicated
volunteers regularly contributes to the Library to
support programs and services. The group currently
meets monthly via Zoom. Please join us for our next
meeting at 7 pm on Monday, May 24. Contact us at
friendsocll@gmail.com for more information.

Join the

2021 Summer
Reading Program:
Reading Colors Your World!
June 1-August 8

(Early registration starts May3)

For All Ages!
For CLPL cardholders and students
(and their families) who attend a
school in Crystal Lake.
Visit clpl.org for more information!

