
Library Board Trustee John Engebretson Retires 
After 30 Years of Service

Library Reopens After Water Main Break Forces Closure
 January/February 2022

Crystal Lake Public Library reopened 
to the public Saturday, Dec. 4 after 

a water main break forced its closure 
for nearly two weeks. 
   Water began filling the building’s 
sump pump well in mid-November. 
Eventually, water began seeping 
through the floor and wall in a me-
chanical room in the lower level of the 
building. 
   Contractors using sonar equip-
ment located a break in a 37-year-old 
water pipe near the Paddock Street 
entrance. To make matters worse, 
the pipe, which is owned by the 
Library, ran beneath the area where 
the  ComEd transformer box is located 
next to the building.
   For that reason, the transformer 
box, concrete pad, bike rack, adjacent 
sidewalk and wheelchair ramp had to 
be removed before any repair work 
could take place. Water and electric-
ity was cut off to most of the build-
ing, and the Library was closed to the 
public at 1 p.m. Monday, Nov. 22.
   Using heavy machinery, contractors 
excavated 12 feet below the surface 
to locate the break, eventually remov-

ing and replacing a 25-foot-
long section of damaged 
piping. While repairing that 
pipe, contractors discov-
ered another crack in a fire 
department connection 
line, a separate water pipe 
used during a fire emergen-
cy. A section of that pipe 
was also replaced.  
   Once all repairs were 
completed, a new section 
of the entrance ramp was 
constructed. The Library 
could not reopen without 
ADA-compliant access to 
the building. Many 
components of the Library’s 
building and operations had 
to be brought back online 
including life-safety 
equipment, such as the elevator, 
sprinkler system and fire alarm alert 
system.
   “The need to close the Library 
building to the public due to 
inadequate infrastructure is always 
disappointing,” Library Director 
Kathryn I. Martens said. “A sound 

building and infrastructure are critical 
to continuity of library services.” 
   In the meantime, due dates for 
materials were extended by seven 
days so patrons wouldn’t encounter 
late-return notices. With all repairs 
completed, the Library is open to the 
public and has resumed normal 
business hours.

2022 Winter Reading Program 
Starts January 17 

John Engebretson 
has retired from 

the Crystal Lake 
Public Library 
Board of Trustees 
after 30 years of 
service. 
   A lifelong 
supporter and 
patron of libraries, 

John joined the CLPL Board in April 
1991 as a way to give back to an
institution he appreciated and
respected.  
   “My initial reason for serving was to 
pay back the community for the good 
times we had at the Library,” John said 
in an interview nine years ago, just 

after marking his 20th year on 
the board.  
   “It was a good fit with my 
experience. I felt I could use a few 
of the talents I had in a positive way.” 
   Many people know John from 
Home State Bank in Crystal Lake, 
where he served as the facilities 
manager for more than 30 years. 
Prior to that, he worked in 
international banking for 23 years.
   Just three years into his first term, 
the Library underwent construction 
of the 1995 addition, which added 
13,000 square feet to the building 
along McHenry Avenue.  
Continued to page 3 

Waddle You Read? 

Workers dig to locate the source of a water main break near 
the Library’s Paddock Street entrance Nov. 24. 

See p. 6
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Director’s Desktop 

• Fun to browse the shelves at the 
Library or several online sources for 
ematerials on our website, clpl.org.
• No time to browse, or what you want 
is checked out? Then place a hold 
online through our catalog (access 
from our website) and pick up hold 
materials at the drive-up window, or in 
the lobby.
• Return materials directly into the 
sorter, or from the comfort of your car 
using our new drive-up service lane.
• Renew materials with our 
automatic renewals system, which 
includes NO FINES! 
• Check out materials with our new 
self-check machines, or get help from 
our friendly Circulation staff.
• Receive “your hold is ready 

for pick-up” and “materials now due” 
notices via e-mail, text, phone or mail.
   A few other convenient services 
offered at your Crystal Lake Public 
Library Circulation Desk include 
passports, notary, and voter 
registration. A wide variety of 
programs, produced by CLPL staff, are 
available, at your convenience, through 
our You Tube channel, www.youtube.
com/c/CrystalLakePublicLibrary.
   Please stop by, or reach out via 
phone, email, or chat. We’d love to 
serve you!

  

Crystal Lake Public Library is known 
for its friendly, knowledgeable, 

customer service-oriented staff. The 
Library staff is always thinking of ways 
to make it easy for you to get service 
and to borrow materials.
   For help with getting answers, 
referrals, reading/viewing/listening 
suggestions, or help with any aspect of 
using your Library, you have options:
• Come into the Library, open 
7 days, 68 hours each week
• Call us on the phone at 815.459.1687
• Through e-mail at 
ihaveaquestion@clpl.org
• Through “Chat” on our website
   Why buy, when you can borrow? 
Residents of the city of Crystal Lake 
already pay for public library services 
through their property tax bill, so there 
is no additional charge to get a library 
card. Just visit our Circulation Desk 
with an ID that shows residency.
   To borrow books, audiobooks, 
movies, games and magazines, all you 
need is your library card!

Library Director Kathryn I. Martens 

Kathryn I. Martens 

Dear Reader, 

The Crystal Lake Public Library Board of Trustees is seeking to fill a board position 
vacated by long-time trustee John Engebretson, who recently retired. 

   If you love the Library and are looking for a way to serve the community, 
this position may be for you! CLPL Board trustees are volunteers and receive 
no monetary compensation. The board governs the Library and is responsible 
for setting policies, developing the budget, overseeing income/expenses and 
investments. Board members attend regular meetings, held the third Wednesday of 
the month, and also serve on subcommittees, which meet monthly or periodically, 
depending upon need. Applicants must be a resident of the city of Crystal Lake.  
   For further information about trustee roles and responsibilities, contact Library 
Director Kathryn I. Martens at 815.526.5102. Anyone interested in applying for 
the trustee position should submit a cover letter and resume to Melanie Nebel, 
executive assistant, via email to mnebel@crystallake.org, or mail information to: 
Attn: Melanie Nebel, City of Crystal Lake, 100 W. Woodstock St., Crystal Lake, IL, 
60014. 

Library Board Seeking to Fill Vacant Seat 
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Take-and-Make Craft Kits 
January 1-31 and February 1-28
Grab a take-and-make craft kit to bring home and assemble! We provide 
instructions and post how-to-assemble tutorial videos on the CLPL YouTube 
channel. Register for your kit at clpl.org. Kits can be picked up from the Youth 
or Adult Services desks. Please register each person separately. One kit per 
registration. CLPL cardholders only. Registration required. 
January
Youth: Milk Filter Snowman 
 
Teen: God’s Eye
 
Adult: Cup Cozy 

February
Youth: Penguin Paper Bag Puppet 
 
Teen: DIY Paper Journal 

Adult: Counted Cross-Stitch
             Valentine Card

John Engebretson. Continued from page 1.

Twelve years later, in 2007, the Library 
Board implemented Project Shoehorn, 
which aimed to maximize use of the 
existing space and carry the Library 
through the next five years. By 2011, 
the board was already looking into 
building a new facility to serve the 
growing community. John said those 
years were among his most challenging 
on the board.
   “Investigating possible alternative 
locations for the Library and justify-
ing the decision to keep the Library in 
town, in the neighborhood and not 
move it outside of the center of town 
was one of our biggest challenges,” 
John said. 
   CLPL’s referendum to build a new 
$28 million Library on its existing site 
narrowly failed in 2016, but the aging 
building’s problems continued. Earlier 
this year, the Library Board oversaw a 
major repairs project to update part of 
the old HVAC system, add a drive-up 
service window and replace leaking 
portions of the roof and windows, 
among other work. As in the previous 

years, John served on the Facilities 
Committee (a subcommittee of the 
Library Board), which plays a 
critical role in building maintenance 
and repairs projects. 
   Over his three decades of service, 
John has worn every hat. He served a 
total of four years as board president, 
six years as treasurer, two years as 
vice-president and two years as sec-
retary. He spent 16 years as chairman 
of the Facilities Committee. He also 
served on the Governance and Finance 
committees, as well as ad hoc building 
committees.
   “John devoted many years and 
countless hours to making the Crystal 
Lake Public Library a great commu-
nity service,” Library Director Kathryn 
I. Martens said. “He will be greatly 
missed.”
   John’s departure marks the closing 
of a long chapter in his life, which has 
always included ties to the Library. 
Like so many of his generation, John 
was afflicted with polio as a child. He 
was a “quiet, little kid with braces and 
crutches” who had two operations on 

his legs, he said in the 2012 interview. 
Since sports weren’t an option for 
him, his “big activity” was visiting the 
Logan Square Library (a branch of the 
Chicago Public Library system) with his 
mother. 
   More than a decade later, while 
researching a college paper at Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa, John met a 
pretty young woman who worked at 
the Library and later married her in 
1966. He and his wife, Judy, settled in 
Crystal Lake in 1972, where they raised 
their daughter Jennifer. Judy was a 
teacher for many years at Lundahl 
Middle School. She passed away  
Feb. 8, 2021 at the age of 76. 
   During his tenure on the board, John 
has always been a strong supporter of 
the Library staff. 
   “The Library is not just books and 
videos, but it is the people who work 
there,” John said. “The Library can help 
individuals one-on-one find whatever 
they are looking for because the staff 
are trained and know what sources the 
Library has to offer.” 

Algonquin Area Public Library 
Cary Area Public Library 
Crystal Lake Public Library 
Harvard Diggins Library

Huntley Area Public Library 
Johnsburg Public Library 
Marengo-Union Library District
Nippersink Public Library District 

River East Public Library 
Wauconda Area Public Library 
Woodstock Public Library

Library Lovers Expedition - Explore Area Libraries! 
All Ages! February 1-28 
It’s time to go on an expedition! Explore 11 libraries in McHenry County. Start at your 
home library. Register at the CLPL Youth Services desk to participate and receive a 
button and lanyard. Then visit all the other participating libraries to see what fun they 
have to offer your family! Collect a different button at each library. Once you’ve visited 
all the libraries, return to your home library (CLPL), and you’ll be entered into the prize 
drawing. Prizes are: baskets filled with gift cards to local business throughout McHenry 
County. CLPL cardholders. Registration required.  
Participating Libraries: 
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 Book Clubs 
 
Bookies Book Discussion
Zoom Meeting 
Join us from the comfort of your own 
home to discuss the selected book. 
Registration required. 

Wednesday, Jan. 19  
9:30-11:30 am 
Bluebird, Bluebird  
by Attica Locke 
Get copies at the 
Circulation desk. Digital 
copies are available 
on eReadIllinois and 
OverDrive. 
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 16 
9:30-11:30 am 
Hamnet: A Novel of the 
Plague by Maggie O’Farrell 
Get copies at the 
Circulation desk. Digital 
copies are available 
on OverDrive and 
eReadIllinois.  

                            Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
 
 
Forever Young Adult Book Club 
Zoom Meeting 
This is a YA book discussion group for 
those of us who are a little less Y and a 
little more A. Registration required. 

Monday, Jan. 17 
7-8:30 pm 
Out of Darkness by
Ashley Hope Pérez 
Get copies at the 
Circulation desk. Digital 
copies available on 
eReadIllinois, hoopla and 
OverDrive. 
Visit clpl.org > eLibrary

Monday, Feb. 21   
7-8:30 pm 
A Curse So Dark and 
Lonely by Brigid 
Kemmerer 
Get copies at the 
Circulation desk. 
Digital copies available 
on eReadIllinois and 
OverDrive. 

                             Visit clpl.org > eLibrary
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Mystery of the Month Club
Jan. 1-31 and Feb. 1-28
Join our newest club! Each month, we’ll 
pick a mystery book for you. Selections 
will be based on your profile/quiz 
results. You could find a new favorite 
author, or be surprised by a book 
you’ve never read. Each month a book 
will be placed on hold, and we’ll notify 
you when it is ready for pick up. Join 
anytime. Visit the CLPL calendar 
at clpl.org and fill out a form to 
participate. 
 
New Year’s Resolutions
Saturday, Jan. 1 
1 pm 
Let Amy from Adult Services introduce 
you to resources to help you set - and 
stick to - your New Year’s resolutions. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 
 
Quick Bites: Sweet Potato Fries
Tuesday, Jan. 4 
1 pm 
Learn to make a sweet and salty snack. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 
 
Knit at Night
Thursdays, Jan. 6 and Feb. 3 
7-8:30 pm 
Zoom Program
Knitters and crafters, join us on Zoom 
for a drop-in program where you can 
socialize with other crafters while 
working on your current projects. 
Registration required.
 
Read This Next
Tuesdays, Jan. 11, 18 and Feb. 15; 
Thursday, Feb. 24 
1 pm  
Anna from 
Adult Services 
highlights 
themed 
selections from 
the Library 
collection. 
Watch on 
the CLPL YouTube channel. Program 
themes:  
Jan. 11: She Changes Her Life
Jan. 18: Back to Basics
Feb. 15: Meet Me in the Middle (Better 
Conversations) 
Feb. 24: She Goes on a Quest 

English Conversation Club
Tuesdays, Jan. 11, 25 and Feb. 8 and 22
3:30-5 pm 
Zoom Program 
Join our conversation club! Practice your 
conversational English, and increase 
your confidence in your skills. All levels 
welcome. Registration required. ¡Venga 
a nuestro grupo de conversación! 
Practique su inglés conversacional y 
adquiera confianza en sus habilidades. 
¡Principiantes bienvenidos! Se requiere 
registro.  
 
How to Get Organized (SCORE)  
Tuesday, Jan. 11  
6:30 pm 
Zoom Program   
Does your productivity suffer because 
you have too much on your plate? You 
feel like you’re working very hard but 
not accomplishing much at the end 
of the day? In a virtual roundtable, 
participants will discuss the challenges 
and successes in organizing their 
business tasks and learn productivity 
tips. Registration required. 

Genealogy for Beginners
Thursday, Jan. 13 
2 pm
Zoom Program 
Join Shannan from Adult Services to 
learn to navigate the Library’s genealogy 
resources. Registration required. 

Paddock Street Writers Guild 
Saturdays, Jan. 15 and Feb. 19 
3-4:30 pm  
Zoom Program  
Writers of all experience levels are 
invited to attend this monthly writers 
group. Registration required. 

LinkedIn Training
Tuesday, Jan. 18 
7 pm  
Zoom Program  
Learn why LinkedIn is an essential 
tool for all business professionals, 
including job seekers, hiring managers, 
networkers and sales reps. Crystal Lake 
resident Greg Coe from GetLinked.Pro 
will lead the virtual session. He’ll cover 
LinkedIn job hunting tips and profile dos 
and don’ts. There’ll be workshop time 
with live profile coaching for one or 
more attendees. Registration required. 

Virtual Adult Programs 



Harry Potter Book 
Week Take-and-
Make Craft 
Monday, Jan. 31 
Make a broomstick 
pencil. Watch tutorial 
on the CLPL YouTube 

channel. Register and pick up kit at the 
Library. Registration required. 

Harry Potter Book Week Trivia 
Thursday, Feb. 3 
7 pm  
Zoom Program 
Teens and adults, test your 
knowledge of the wizarding 
world of Harry Potter with 
Amy from Adult Services.  
Registration required. 

For more information about Adult Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687. All 
video programs can be watched after the release date on the CLPL YouTube channel. In-person programs are not resuming yet. 
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Norge Ski Club: The Hill, 
the History and Our Local 
Olympians
Wednesday, Jan. 19 
7 pm  
Zoom Program  
Join the Norge Ski Club of Fox River 
Grove for a virtual discussion about 
the sport of ski jumping and the hill’s 
history, and a chance to hear from 
USA Nordic Team members. Norge 
was founded in 1905 by a group of 
Norwegian men. Today, the club 
prepares athletes for Olympic-level ski 
jumping competitions. Registration 
required. 

Pauly’s Film Discussion Group 
Thursdays, Jan. 20 and Feb. 17  
7 pm  
Zoom Program 
Watch the monthly movie and then 
join Paul from Adult Services for a 
discussion of the classic film on Zoom. 
Get copies at the Circulation desk. 
Registration required.   
Jan. 20: City Lights  
Feb. 17: An American in Paris 
 
Book Club SOS  
Thursday, Jan. 27 
2 pm  
Zoom Program 
If your book club is low on ideas, join 
our virtual presentation of discussion-
worthy titles. Anna from Adult Services 
will provide a year’s worth of fiction 
and nonfiction titles for your book club. 
Registration required. 
 
Fall in Love with Romance  
Tuesday, Feb. 1  
7 pm  
Fall in love with some sweet (and 
spicy!) romantic reads, recommended 
by Katie from Adult Services. Watch on 
the CLPL YouTube channel.   

How Sweet! Lovely Sugar 
Cookies   
Tuesday, Feb. 8  
7 pm  
Shannan from Adult Services 
demonstrates how to decorate sugar 
cookies for Valentine’s Day. Watch on 
the CLPL YouTube channel.  

Library Lovers’ Month Craft: 
Fabric Bookmarks
Thursday, Feb. 10  
1 pm  
Have a drawer of fabric scraps left over 
from previous projects? Turn them 
into bookmarks. Heather Marts of 
the Crystal Lake Dawnbreakers Rotary 
Club will demonstrate how to create a 
simple fabric bookmark. Watch on the 
CLPL YouTube channel. 
 
CUB Utility Bill Review 
Thursday, Feb. 10 
6 pm 
Zoom Program  
Citizens Utility Board is ready to help 
you save money on your utility bills. 
Registration required. 
 
Memory Café  
Thursday, Feb. 17 
2 pm 
Zoom Program   
Reminisce with new friends at our 
Memory Café. Meet from the comfort 
of your home. Join Marcia with a 
host from Independence Health & 
Therapy for an enjoyable afternoon. 
Registration required.    

Megan’s Maker Book Talk 
Tuesday, Feb. 22  
7 pm  
Megan from Adult Services highlights 
the Library’s crafting and cookbooks. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 

CLPL Social: 
Lit Lovers Trivia Night Live! 
Thursday, Feb. 24   
7 pm  
Zoom Program  
Calling book lovers! Join us for a night 
of trivia with questions inspired by 
some of America’s favorite books. 
Registration required. 

Illinois Libraries Present: 
An Evening with 
Silvia Moreno-Garcia 
Wednesday, Jan. 26  
7 pm  
Zoom Program 
Bestselling author 
Silvia Moreno-
Garcia discusses 
her newest book 
Velvet Was the 
Night and her 
genre-defying 
mashups of cultural noir and 
Lovecraftian horror. Moreno-Garcia 
is the New York Times bestselling 
author of the critically acclaimed 
novels Certain Dark Things, Gods 
of Jade and Shadow, and Mexican 
Gothic. Mexican by birth, Canadian 
by inclination, she has edited 
several anthologies, has received 
many awards for her novels and is a 
columnist for The Washington Post. 
Registration required. 

Illinois Libraries Present: An 
Evening with Jasmine Guillory
Wednesday, Feb. 16 
7 pm  
Zoom Program
Join us for a lively 
evening with 
bestselling author 
Jasmine Guillory 
as she discusses 
the importance of 
real life and the modern rom-com. 
Guillory is a writer, lawyer and New 
York Times bestselling author of 
six romance novels, including The 
Wedding Date, The Proposal, and 
While We Were Dating. Her work has 
appeared in O, The Oprah Magazine, 
Cosmopolitan, Bon Appétit and 
Time. She lives in Oakland, Calif. 
Registration required.



Virtual Kids Programs 
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For more information about Youth Services programs, visit clpl.org and click on Calendar or Programs, or call 815.459.1687. Watch all  
video programs on the CLPL YouTube channel. In-person programs are not resuming yet.

Storytime with Ms. Seanine
Mondays, Jan. 17; Feb. 7 and 28 
10 am 
Ms. Seanine will share silly stories. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel.

Blow Off Some STEAM 
Wednesdays, Jan. 19 and Feb. 9 
4:30 pm 
Have fun exploring science, 
technology, engineering, art and 
math (S.T.E.A.M.). Ms. Ashlee will 
demonstrate a STEAM activity and 
then you can try it at home! January: 
make an ice sun catcher. February: 
make a brain hat. Watch on the CLPL 
YouTube channel.  
 
Caudill Book Club 
Grades 4-8
Sunday, Jan. 23  
1-2 pm   
Zoom Program 
Join Ms. Seanine and Ms. Dawn for 
this bimonthly program. We will read 
books from the 2022 Rebecca Caudill 
Young Readers’ Book Award Nominee 
list and discuss them. Registration 
with an email is required.   
 
Storytime with Ms. Karamy
Mondays, Jan. 24 and Feb. 14 
10 am 
Ms. Karamy will read a special story. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 

Cat Kid Comic Club
Grades 1-5
Wednesdays, Jan. 26 and Feb. 16 
4:30-5:30 pm  
Zoom Program 
Do you love making up silly stories 
and drawing funny characters? We do, 
too! Join Ms. Ashlee and Ms. Karamy 
to draw and write about things you 
love. Registration with an email is 
required.  
 
Every Child Ready to Read 
Bilingual Storytime
Saturday, Jan. 29 
10 am  
Ms. Christine and Ms. Veronica share 
the story I’ll Build You a Bookcase/
Te Haré Tu Propio Librero by Jean 
Ciborowski Fahey. Learn about the five 
pre-reading skills that promote school 
success. Watch on the CLPL YouTube 
channel. 

Storytime with Ms. Terri
Monday, Jan. 3  
10 am 
Ms. Terri will read Crocodiles Need 
Kisses Too by Rebecca Colby. Watch 
on the CLPL YouTube channel.  

Zoom Storytime with Ms. Susan 
Ages 2-5
Wednesdays, Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26; 
Feb. 16 and 23; March 2 and 9 
10-10:30 am 
Zoom Program 
Ms. Susan will lead an energetic Zoom 
storytime featuring a story, fingerplays 
and movement to music. Registration 
with an email is required.  
 
DIY Decoupage Shoes
Wednesday, Jan. 5 
4:30 pm  
Grab a pair of plain canvas shoes, 
colorful fabric or paper, scissors, 
decoupage glue, and a paintbrush to 
create a pair of custom shoes. Watch 
on the CLPL YouTube channel.  
 

Storytime with Ms. Susan
Mondays, Jan. 10 and 31; Feb. 21 
10 am
Ms. Susan will share a special story. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 
 
DIY Reverse Art 
Wednesday, Jan. 12  
4:30 pm  
Learn to make fun reverse art prints 
with white paper, a pencil and crayons. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 
 
Preschool Parent Help from  
McHenry County College 
Saturday, Jan. 15  
10 am 
As children grow, they build fine 
motor skills, sensory skills, gross 
motor skills and self-help skills. 
MCC occupational therapy assistant 
students will teach a fun and engaging 
activity for each of the four skill areas. 
Download age appropriate handouts 
to learn which skills are expected 
at each stage. Watch on the CLPL 
YouTube channel.  

For Kids, Birth to 8th Grade

Waddle You Read? Winter Reading Program 2022! 
January 17 to March 13 (Early registration starts January 1) 
Waddle into Youth Services to register for the “Waddle  You Read?” 2022 Winter 
Reading Program. Track your reading minutes on CrystalLakeLibrary.Beanstack.org, 
or on a winter reading log. Kids who complete the program will receive a stuffed 
animal and book. Program is open to CLPL cardholders and children who attend 
school in Crystal Lake and their siblings. Registration required. 



Welcome to Harry Potter Book Week!
Sunday, Jan. 30 | 10 am  
Watch Professor Dumbledore’s welcome video on the CLPL YouTube channel. 
 
Harry Potter Book Week House Cup Competition  
Sunday-Saturday, Jan. 30-Feb. 5 
Get your costumes ready and stop by the Library for a scavenger hunt, trivia 
challenge and other activities to earn house points for your Hogwarts House. 
We will track the competition all week and announce the winner of the 
House Cup at the conclusion of Harry Potter Book Week. 

Harry Potter Book Week Take-and-Make Craft
Sunday-Saturday, Jan. 30-Feb. 5
Pick up a Harry Potter craft kit and create a wand, snowy owl, bowtruckle and 
parchment paper with the included materials (instructions included). You’ll 
also receive Mad Eye Slime and other fun activities. Available for pick up 
Jan. 30. Limit: 150 kits. CLPL cardholders only. Registration required.  

Kids in the Kitchen - Harry Potter Edition 
Monday, Jan. 31 | 4:30-5:30 pm | Zoom Program  
We’ll make Harry Potter-themed snacks using quick and fun recipes designed 
to be made in the microwave. Registration with an email is required.

Harry Potter Spelling Bee 
Tuesday, Feb. 1 | 4:30-5:30 pm | Zoom Program  
You may know your Alohomora and Expelliarmus spells, but do you know 
how to spell them? Compete against other Harry Potter fans to see who can 
spell the most words from the world of Harry Potter. Limit: 20 participants. 
Registration with an email is required.  

Harry Potter Bingo
Wednesday, Feb. 2 | 4:30-5:30 pm | Zoom Program 
Join us for magical rounds of Harry Potter bingo. Print out a card using the 
link on the CLPL calendar or play online. (A second device or split-screen will 
be necessary if you play online). Registration with an email is required.   
 
Harry Potter Trivia 
Thursday, Feb. 3 | 4:30-5:30 pm | Zoom Program 
Test your trivia knowledge against other Harry Potter fans. Trivia will be 
accessed through Kahoot.it. A second computer device (a phone or tablet) 
is recommended to play. Limit: 30 players. Registration with an email is 
required.   

Potions with Muggle Technology and Green Fire 
Friday, Feb. 4 | 4:30-5:30 pm   
Join the power professors at the Crystal Lake Park District as they explain 
muggle technology and demonstrate advanced magic to create green fire. 
Watch on the CLPL YouTube channel. 
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Battle of the Monarch Books 
January-February  
Help pick CLPL’s favorite Monarch 
Award nominee! Read the selected 
books and then vote for your favorite. 
Books will change each week. We will 
announce the winning book March 14.  
 
Winter Friend Cupcakes
Wednesday, Feb. 9 
10 am 
Learn to decorate cupcakes with frosty 
winter friends. Watch on the CLPL 
YouTube channel.  
 
Virtual CLPL Preschool Fair 
Saturday, Feb. 12  
10 am
What preschool is best for your 
family? Let us simplify your search. 
Visit our Virtual Preschool Fair to view 
fliers, videos and slideshows prepared 
by local preschools. Learn more about 
each preschool as you decide where 
to send your little one. Watch on the 
CLPL YouTube channel.  

DIY Yarn Dolls
Wednesday, Feb. 23  
4:30 pm 
Learn how to make your own yarn 
doll with a skein of yarn, scissors 
and cardboard. Watch on the CLPL 
YouTube channel. 
 
Open Books, Open Dialogue
Wednesday, Feb. 23  
7-8 pm  
Zoom Program  
Join a community conversation about 
using books and stories to open up 
conversations in families around 
different topics. Panel features staff 
from CLPL, School District 47 and 
Samaritan Counseling Center of the 
Northwest Suburbs. This program is 
intended for caregivers of elementary-
age children. Registration with an 
email is required. 
  
Talking Books for Kids 
Saturday, Feb. 26 
10 am  
Learn about Library services available 
for kids unable to read regular print 
due to visual or physical impairment. 
Ms. Ashlee will explain programs 
offered by the Illinois State Library 
Talking Book and Braille Service, and 
how to get started. Watch on the CLPL 
YouTube channel.

WEEK

Jan. 30-Feb. 5
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    MISSION STATEMENT 
   Crystal Lake Public Library: 
    Helping people, of all ages and 
    backgrounds, learn, enjoy and  
    better their lives.

Friends of the Crystal Lake Library
Honeybaked Ham Fundraiser 
The Friends’ annual Honeybaked Ham fundraiser 
is going on now! Plan ahead for your spring holidays 
and support the Friends. Head to the Friends’ website 

(friendsocll.org) to place your order. 
Proceeds will be used toward Library 
programs and services such as the 
Summer Reading Program. 

 Follow Us on  
Social Media!
Keep up with the Library’s latest 
offerings. Like our pages and share 
our posts on social media. Watch 
our virtual programs on the CLPL 
YouTube channel.
Facebook para hispanohablantes

The Library Board of Trustees will meet 
at 7 pm on Jan. 19 and 26, and Feb. 16. 
Visit clpl.org for more information. 
 
 
Library Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 
Friday & Saturday  
Sunday 
 
Due to staff training, the Library will 
open at noon Fridays, Jan. 7 and Feb. 4.   
 
Library closed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 for 
the holidays.    
 

Photos: Library staffers regularly take 
photos to use in Library publications and 
promotional fliers. Written consent will 
be obtained from those named in a 
photo. 

9 am-9 pm  
9 am-5 pm  
1 pm-5 pm 

Need a U.S. Passport? 
Come to the Library! 

Crystal Lake Public 
Library is an official 
Passport Acceptance 
Facility. The Library 
accepts DS-11 
applications for 
passports at the 
Circulation Desk. 

Appointments are preferred, but we 
do accept walk-ins. Visit 
clpl.org/services/passports for 
more information and to book your 
appointment.  

WEEK

January 30-February 5 
Visit pages 5 and 7 for program information! 


